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I 'am grateful to have this opportunity to celebrate with you, from afar, the
50th anniversary of the founding of the Department of Pharmacology of Mahidol
University's Faculty of Science. | take great pleasure in learning about the growth
and activities of the Department's extraordinary group of scientists, educators and
graduate students over so many years, and | am proud to be the Department's
"founding father".

During the past 50 years, advances in pharmacology and other biomedical
sciences have been numerous and spectacular, and this has been accompanied
by important developments in educational methods and applications of
information technology to both research and teaching. Being good scientists and
educators therefore requires a continual process of change and renewal, and |
believe you have participated in this process effectively and enthusiastically.

I'am honored to have the privilege of contributing to the professional success
of so many of you who were my students and colleagues and for enabling me to
function as effectively as possible during my tenure as Chairman of your
Department. Indeed, | view my six year stay in Bangkok as one of most fulfilling
and satisfying periods of my life.

I wish | could be with you to celebrate the Department's 50th anniversary. |
hope this written message expresses sufficiently how proud | am of all your
accomplishments. May the Department continue on its successful path in the
years ahead.

Albert S. Kuperman, Ph.D.

Associate Dean for Educational Affairs Emeritus
Associate Professor of Molecular Pharmacology Emeritus
Aibert Einstein College of Medicine

Bronx, New York
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The 50" Anniversary: A Memoir Reflection

Fiftieth anniversary is a milestone that provides us with an opportunity to pause
and reflect, to respect and cerebrate the past, to understand and appreciate the
present, and to anticipate and prepare for the future. The Department of
Pharmacology at Faculty of Science, Mahidol University’s first 50th anniversary
year is now coming to an end. There has been much to cerebrate, and there is

much to look forward to.

This year gathering is a time to reflect on our achievements and build our future
as we begin another 50 years of onward growth and development of Thai
pharmacologists and to make the discipline be an essential core knowledge of
medical science in Thai medical community.

A historic day started in a summer month of August 1968 when Dr. Albert S
Kuperman, the ‘Founding Father’ arrived, from New York City at the 5th floor of
the preclinical building of Faculty of Science, Mahidol University. It was a brand
new building with unfurnished rooms. Neither the research instruments nor
supporting staff had yet arrived (from a memoir of Dr. Kuperman at the 30 year
anniversary of the department) with the committed support of the Rockefeller

Foundation, three more American staff Drs. John J. McMonicle, Babara L. Kennedy.
and John P. Bederka) joined the faculty. With hard work, by the year end (in
November), the first Medical Pharmacclogy course for medical students (Class-l) at
Ramathibodi Medical School and five research laboratories were up and running
with both faculty and graduate students hard at work. In 1969 Dr. Chiravat, the
first Thai pharmacologist, had finished his doctorate training in the USA returned,
and so Dr. Amnuay (1970). It is worthy noted that two young doctoral researchers
from Singapore (Dr. M.K. Sim) and Pakistan (Dr.M.S. Dar) had also came along to
join the faculty as research associates a few months later. Followed by the rest of
the Thai faculty members, after their doctorates had successively returned from
the U.S.A::Kavi (1972), Prakorn (1973), Khun Ying Mathuros (1975), and Udom
(1977).
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Being a visionary leader who could see the bigger picture, and a pioneer medical
educator, Dr. Kuperman had made significant impact on designing the long lasting
academic (medical and graduate research) development of the department an
ever lasting since then.

During the first decade, all the academic activities; classroom teaching, seminars,
and small group discussions were conducted in English for both medical and
graduate classes. It’s unfortunate that a few year after Dr. Kuperman finished his
six year tenure, the medical pharmacology class, at the pressure of medical
students (during the national political turmoil) had to switch to use Thai language
in the class. However all others classes for graduate students continued to use
English till now. This department took part in two major revisions of both
graduate and medical curricular to accommodate the changes in new science.
Students spend less time in classroom but learn more with the evolvement of the
ICT in the digital age.

The department’s graduate program in Pharmacology at Faculty of Science of
Mahidol University was well recognized internationally, especially among ASEAN
countries. Many successful pharmacologists of the ASEAN countries were trained
from this department. Our Thai graduates of the department have been working
professionally as faculty members in universities, government agencies and private
corporates. Some have even become institutional administrators; president, dean

and departmental chairs of the universities around the country.

Lorne G. Eltherington M.D., Ph.D., from the UCSF, USA had joined the teaching
staff of the department. This filled up the clinical facet of Pharmacology. The first
joint Clinical Pharmacology conference and course were conducted with medical
staff of the Department of Medicine, Ramathibodi Hospital. Also world renounce
clinical Pharmacologists, Howard F. Morelli and his close colleague D. Craig Brater
from the UCSF had joined the departmental teaching team.

Also a good number of world leaders in pharmacology including two Nobel
Laureates, Gertrude Ilion and Sir John Vane had visited and given seminars at the
department. Dr. lwan Damansjah, an Indonesian pharmacologist, a good friend of
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us had paid his visits often, whenever he was on his mission to the WHO
committee meeting on drugs in Geneva. Others from European countries, Japan,
USA, Australia and South America occasionally visited us, they include George B.
Koelle (U.Penn), Michael Rand (Melbourn U.), George Mandell (George Washington
U.), Marcus M. Reindenburg (Cornell U.), K. Chan(U. Liverpool), Ruth Levine (U.
Maryland), Rocha E. Silva (Argentina), C.Y. Lee (Taiwan), Seturo Ibashi (U, Tokyo),
KasuyaKamijo (Showa U.), Koruko Hashimoto (Japan), Masao Endou (Japan), Don
Burkett (USA), George T. Tucker (UK), Clive Ogle (HongKong), Hideo Utsumi
(Kyushu, Japan) and Frank J. Gonzalez (NIH, USA). They had inspired and
contributed significant impact in research activities of the department staff and
students.

At the initiation of Dr. Chiravat Sadvongvivad, the Thai Pharmacological and
Therapeutic Society of Thailand was found in 1978 and successively became a
member of the International Union of Pharmacology (IUPHAR). The department
had hosted two major international meetings in Bangkok; the 3" Southeast Asean
& Western Pacific Regional Meeting of Pharmacologists (1985), and the 7"
Southeast Asia Drug Metabolism Workshop (1994).

This brief record of the past achievement is relayed from my personal perspective
for being an alumnus and a retired staff of the department that | love and belong.
I'am proud of the association through out my career, with no grievance but with
much fond memary. The future is bright with current performance of staff and
students, | am certain that the department is heading toward an even more
successful record to cerebrate at the next, the 2nd 50-year anniversary.

UdomChantharaksri, Ph.D.
Former Chairman
Department of Pharmacology
Faculty of Science

Mahidol University
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It has been incredibly 5 decades since | was exploring the partly fumished
fifth floor in the preclinic wing of Faculty of Science, Mahidol University, which was
designated to be Pharmacology department. In 1968, | decided to go to graduate
school to get myself out from uninteresting job market (in my opinion). As a new
graduate, | had no idea of what to do for my career. In graduate school, | did not
have any goal of what kind of research | wanted to do, therefore, | was not at all
concerned about how the new Pharmacology department would have been like or
whom | was going to work with. As a matter of fact, | found that it was exciting to be
a pioneer graduate student in an “unborn” department.

The 3 graduate students of the “near-labor” Pharmacology department were
temporarily looked after by Biochemistry department. One day we were scheduled
to meet with the newly arrived Chairman of the Pharmacology department,
Professor Albert S. Kuperman, Ph.D., in his brand-new office. After glancing at each
other for few minutes, he made a quick decision on whom we were going to work
with for the Master thesis. Until now | still do not know how and why he came up
with that matching. As a result of that very first meeting, | spent the rest of my
career life worrying about the nervous system. The first department chair whom
later has been recognized as the “Founding Father” of Pharmacology department
became my first graduate advisor, mentor, and beacon.

We took the medical pharmacology course with the fourth year medical
students who were the first batch of Ramathibedi medical students. There were four
professors at that time: Albert S. Kuperman, John Bederka, Barbara Kennedy, and
John McMonigle. It was fun to hear some medical students’ conversation using nick
names for each professor. In addition to “ASK”, Albert S. Kuperman was referred to
as “Pa” and “Tia” (father in Chinese), well describing his character, caring, and
position. Barbara Kennedy, a cardiovascular pharmacologist, was referred to as
*Siranee”, a Thai counterpart of “Dear Abby”. John Bederka was the only one in the
department wearing beard and mustache, therefore, he was catled “Khun Nuad”
{Mr. Mustache in Thai). John McMonigle was a young good-looking and fun- loving
person. | heard some medical students called him “Roob-Loh” (a good-looking guy
in Thai). Lomne Eltherington, a tall smart- but rather enigmatic-looking person, joined
the department later on. There was a rumor that he was a “CIA”.

It is about time for me to tell the secret that | have kept for 50 years. For the
last lecture of medical pharmacology course, John McMonigle prepared to tease
professors in front of the class. He asked Chongkol (then my Pharmacology graduate
student classmate) and me to supply him what the medical students talked about
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their professors behind their back. He promised us that he would not disclose the
name of the spies. Chongkol and | did not have any difficulty working as spies for
John Mc Monigle since we heard all of those nicknaming and gossiping for the whole
semester. All of us in that farewell lecture had good laughs together.

The late Ajarn Chirawat, the first Thai Department chairman; 2 visiting
lecturers, Saeed Dar and Meng Koon Sim; and Ajarn Amnuay joined the department
after | became a member of the teaching team. | lost the chance to hear students
gossiping about us. So | never knew what we were called.

I left the department for Mt Sinai School of Medicine in NYC in 1974. | came back to
resume the faculty position in 1981. At that time Thai language dominated teaching
at the Faculty of Science. Ajarmn Chirawat made a comment on the first day of
Medical pharmacology course that we, the faculty, were a human mutant who
spoke Thai but wrote English on the board.

Since my final departure from the department in November 1982, | came
back to visit, teach, and supervise a Ph.D. dissertation research at the department
and some other universities many times. During that time, many colleagues were
actively working and there was very little change in people in the department.
Whenever | visited | felt warm welcome from all my friends from housekeepers to
chairperson. Contrarily, when | got back to my work at Syracuse University after
spending a summer working in Thailand, tess than 50% of people | knew remained
there.

After 50 years, the Pharmacology department is completely in the hands of
new generation, some are children or previous graduate students of my colleagues.
A clear indication that the department has been successful for 50 years is meeting
the department “products” in many universities in all regions of Thailand. The
“products” have been doing well and generating more pharmacologists and health
professions of the next generations.

Congratulations and best wishes to all alumni, past and present faculty members,
staff, and thank you all who made this 50thanniversary celebration successful.

Jureepan Saranak, Ph.D.
Syracuse University, Syracuse, NY

Pharmacology department, Faculty of Science, Mahidol University: Graduate student
1968-1970, Instructor 1970-1974, Study leave 1974-1981, Lecturer 1981-1983
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At the end of my Master’s study, | knew | wanted to continue with my PhD in
Pharmacology, but the next biggest question was where. One of the main reasons
I chose the Department of Pharmacology, Faculty of Science is the structure of
the program. | could focus my full time on the research activities only without
worrying about the course works. After joining the department, | was assigned to
work with Pharmacogenomics laboratory headed by Assoc. Prof. Chonlaphat
Sukasem. At first, it was relatively new research area for me, but, with time | had
no problem understanding and performing the research work. Department of
Pharmacology provided me the support to explore my individual research
interest. Furthermore, for international students, Department of Pharmacology is
supportive not only in our academic development, but also in different personal
matters of our daily life.

I am fortunate that | was under the supervision of Assoc. Prof. Darawan Pinthong
who helped me academically as well as socially. | was able to expand my
network and pharmacogencmic knowledge with the collaborations with
Pharmacogenomic laboratory at Ramathibodi Hospital, Bangkok. Apart from
performing the academic duties, | could also participate in fun activities organized
by the Department of Pharmacology making the experience much better. |
enjoyed the vibrant and motivational environment towards research in the
Department of Pharmacology during my four years period of stay. | stitl have
regular contacts with the staffs at Department of Pharmacology and
Pharmacogenomic lab. So, theoretically, | have never really left Department of
Pharmacology and Pharmacogenomic lab. Still, happy to be a part of the
Pharmacology and Pharmacogenomic family.

SadeepMedhasi
Graduated in 2017
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